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Dear Dr. McAllister: 

I am currently finalizing plans for the 1994 Gordon Conference on Reproductive Tract 
Biology. This is a major ongoing meeting which focuses on both male and female reproductive 
tracts from an integrated, interdisciplinary perspective. As such we discuss the field as a 
continuum ranging from the developmental biology of the reproductive tract - through normal 
physiological functioning - and alterations in function seen in various pathological conditions 
such as infertility and reproductive tract cancers such as uterine and cervical in the female and 
prostate in the male. In addition, we make a special effort to address topics of special timeliness 
each year - this year for example we have scheduled a session on HtV transmission which will 
address aspects of transmission related to both male and female reproductive systems. Another 
key feature is that the meeting brings together senior and junior participants from many 
institutions. 

I am writing .to ask if The Council for Tobacco Research would be able to support this 
meeting. I have submitted major grant proposals, and I expect that the topics and quality of 
speakers will ensure good reviews. However, it is unrealistic to expect the full level of 
requested support in the current funding climate. In particular, any funding cuts will mean that 
the conference cannot provide travel support for younger scientists, postdoctoral, and graduate 
students, as well as the speakers. This would be a sad situation, since the Gordon Conferences 
have traditionally fostered the type of interactions between junior and senior scientists that are 
so important to every discipline. 
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